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July 28, 2008

Dear Geology Club Members:
            Falls of the Ohio State Park and the Falls of the Ohio Foundation announce the 2008 Falls Fossil Festival! This, our 14th event, will be held September 20 - 21 at one of the world's most spectacular naturally exposed fossil beds! Visitors can explore our rich Middle Devonian patch reef packed with fossils on the riverbed at the Falls of the Ohio. 
            
            This show, held rain or shine, features outdoor vendors selling fossils, minerals, books, related items and food. There are fossil bed tours and special workshops and programs from renowned paleontologists and geologists in the Interpretive Center. Speakers and topics this year include: 

Sept. 20

9:30—12:15 Teacher workshop with the Kentucky Geological Survey educator. (Pre-registration recommended, but if room is available, drop ins are welcome.) Dr. Steve Greb, Kentucky Geological Survey, Lexington

1:30  The Geology of Coal, Dr. Steve Greb, Kentucky Geological Survey, Lexington.

2:30 Fossils in the Ohio Valley, Dan Phelps, Kentucky Paleontological Society, Lexington, Kentucky. 

3:30 Minerals in the Ohio Valley, Charles Oldham, Crestwood, Kentucky

5:00 Keynote Presentation - Minerals and Life, Nelson Shaffer, Indiana Geological Survey, Bloomington.

Sept. 21 

1:30 Fossil Collecting Tips, Rick Schrantz, Kentucky Paleontological Society, Lexington, Kentucky. 

The exhibit Rocks, Minerals and Life is in our temporary gallery. It looks at how are rocks and minerals used in our every day life. Using a model office, this exhibit will focus on the building blocks of our modern world and the beautiful minerals that are sacrificed to improve our lives. Look for six display cases with minerals containing important elements for health and use in our life including: aluminum, antimony, barium, calcium, copper, fluorine, iron, manganese, molybdenum, phosphorus, silicon, titanium, vanadium, zinc, etc.

             Collecting is prohibited at the Falls of the Ohio; however, a local quarry donates 30 tons each of fossil-bearing Silurian Waldron shale and Devonian Jeffersonville Limestone residuum. Dig for brachiopods, bryozoans, corals, crinoids, cystoids, snails, clams, and trilobites in Hanson's Fossil Collecting Piles. A mineral collecting pile from the Hastie's mill dump in Rosiclare, Illinois will also be available. We can direct your club to other localities to collect fossils. (The park's website lists more than a dozen collecting locations in the area.) This would be an ideal weekend field trip. We hope members of your group will be able to attend!
 

Details can be found at www.fallsoftheohio.org/fossil_festival.shtml or contact me at agoldstein@dnr.in.gov if you have any questions.
If someone else is the editor of your club newsletter, please contact me so I can update my database!

Sincerely yours,

Alan Goldstein

Interpretive Naturalist,

Falls Fossil Festival Coordinator 

agoldstein@dnr.in.gov
Festival web site from our home page - http://www.fallsoftheohio.org 
